Alaska Farm to School listserv – Week 42: 16 – 20 October 2017
National Hispanic Heritage Month (15 Sep – 15 Oct)!
October is National Pasta Day (homemade is a treat)!
18th October is National Chocolate Cupcake Day (celebrate?)!!
17th

Link to the new website: https://www.farmtoschoolalaska.org/

Grants & Funding Opportunities (money!)

1. 2018 USDA Farm to School Grant Application
The USDA Office of Community Food Systems has released the FY 2018 Farm to School Request for
Applications (RFA). The purpose of the USDA Farm to School Grant Program is to assist eligible entities in
implementing farm to school programs that improve access to local foods in eligible schools. On an
annual basis, USDA awards up to $5 million in competitive grants for training, supporting operations,
planning, purchasing equipment, developing school gardens, developing partnerships, and
implementing farm to school programs. Interested in applying? Complete applications must be
submitted on grants.gov by 11:59pm ET on December 8, 2017. Check out our resources for applicants
and see a list of awardees since the release of the first RFA in 2013.
Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions about the application. Start early and establish
your grants.gov account!!
2. Value Added Producer Resource Grants
The Value Added Producer Grant (VAPG) program helps agricultural producers enter into value-added
activities related to the processing and/or marketing of new products. The goals of this program are to
generate new products, create and expand marketing opportunities, and increase producer income.
Learn more by attending the October 18th webinar and apply here.
3. Local Foods, Local Places
Local Foods, Local Places supports locally led, community-driven efforts to protect air and water quality,
preserve open space and farmland, boost economic opportunities for local farmers and businesses,
improve access to healthy local food, and promote childhood wellness. Communities are invited to apply
for a new round of planning assistance from Local Foods, Local Places. The application deadline is 11:59
p.m. Eastern time on October 25, 2017.
4. NIFA Announcement
The USDA's National Institute of Food and Agriculture (NIFA) has announced $945,400 in available
funding to help foster the next generation of multicultural scholars in agricultural sciences. Funding is
made through NIFA’s Higher Education Multicultural Scholars Program (MSP). The deadline for
applications is October 31, 2017. See the request for applications for details.
5. Seeds for Education Grant Program
Cash grants under $500 are available for plants and seeds, and in-kind donations from Nursery Partners
can help stretch these dollars. Learn more and apply here.
6. Project Produce: Fruit and Veggie Grants for Schools

The Chef Ann Foundation presents Project Produce: Fruit and Veggie Grants for Schools. This grant is
designed to help increase kids’ access to fresh fruits and vegetables and create experiential nutrition
education when and where students make their food choices: in the cafeteria. The $2,500 one-year
grants support food costs to incorporate school-wide fruit and vegetable tastings into the school's
nutrition program. Grants will be determined on an ongoing basis depending on available funding. Learn
more and apply.
7. Whole Kids Foundation's School Garden Grant
Created in partnership with FoodCorps, the Garden Grant program provides a $2,000 monetary grant to
support a new or existing edible garden at either a K-12 school, 501(c)(3) Non-profit working in
partnership with a K-12 school, or 501(c)(3) non-profit organization. The application period is open
September 1, 2017 through October 31, 2017. Learn more here.

NEW SECTION – National Farm to School Month is October

October is here and it is officially National Farm to School Month!! We want you to CELEBRATE local
food in October!! Did you grow it? Buy it? Cook it? Eat it? Think about it? Plan for it? If you do anything
in October we want you to CELEBRATE!!! You may be thinking we don’t have a school garden or even
grow anything at our house – PERFECT!! You are still in!! CELEBRATE local food – that is the theme this
month!! All information is available on the new website and follow the Alaska Grown Facebook page for
fun videos and other social media activities celebrating this great month!
Here is the calendar for your use (please check out this link for a pdf version):
https://www.farmtoschoolalaska.org/home/nationalfarmtoschoolmonth/
If you need or would like posters or stickers for National Farm to School Month from the National Farm
to School Network, please let me know so I can send them to you!!
Here is a link to an interest survey to see who is planning to participate in October 24th Local Lunch
Day activities to qualify to win prizes!! Please go to the survey here: So far only two people have
entered their survey!! https://www.research.net/r/LocalLunchDayPlans
Also, I have attached the Tuesday information for Cabbage Day pdf (this will also be posted to the
website along with Fiddlehead Ferns and Greens Day information guides)!! Have fun with this
information: follow up with a science experiment, do a writing project, read a book together, research
history of different countries and cabbage, sing a song, create an art project, cook one of the recipes
together, and send these home with the students so they can get their families involved – the more the
merrier!!
Send me a few sentences about how you and your students/classroom/grade/cafeteria/school/district
participated in Tubers and Roots week or Meats week and include a few photos (with appropriate photo
releases) and you will be entered into a drawing for Farm to School stuph including gardening
curriculum, edible ink markers, and other fun things!!
Have questions? Please let me know and I’ll try to help out where I can. Most importantly, have fun with
this and celebrate Farm to School Month all October long!!!

Cool Resources, Reports, Opportunities

School Nutrition Association President Posts a Blog on Local Food and School Lunches
As part of Farm to School Month, Dr. Lynn Harvey, SNA President and Chief of School Nutrition Services
for the North Carolina Department of Public Instruction, was featured on the National Farm to School
Network’s website. Check out the article here.
9th Farm to Cafeteria Conference: Call for Workshop & Poster Proposals
The 9th National Farm to Cafeteria Conference is coming to Cincinnati, OH, April 25-27,2017! Hosted by
the National Farm to School Network, this biennial event will convene more than 1,000 diverse
stakeholders working to source local food for institutional cafeterias and foster a culture of food and
agricultural literacy across America. Conference organizers are seeking workshop and poster proposals
from individuals and organizations working to improve our food system, strengthen community health,
empower youth, advance equity and increase opportunities for farmers. Learn more information about
proposal submissions here. Proposals are due no later than 8 pm ET on November 14, 2017. All
questions should be sent to conference@farmtoschool.org.
New Report: Economic Impacts of Farm to School
Farm to school strives to strengthen the connection
communities have with fresh, healthy food and local food
producers by changing food purchasing and education practices
at schools and early care and education settings. While farm to
school offers benefits for children, farmers and communities,
there is limited data available to truly understand the economic
impacts of farm to school procurement.
With a survey and case study approach, Economic Impacts of
Farm to School: Case Studies and Assessment Tools, a
collaborative effort between the National Farm to School
Network and Colorado State University, offers insight into the
potential for farm to school procurement to positively impact local economies.
‘Sioux Chef’ Sean Sherman Serves Up Indigenous Foods
Sean Sherman explores diversity, hyperlocal foods and more in "The Sioux Chef's Indigenous
Kitchen." This is a great article about indigenous food and a new book. Check this article here.

Growing/Gardening/Farming News

Alaska’s Oyster Farmers Are Expanding Their Capabilities
Alaska’s oyster farmers are now exporting their oyster seed across the continent. Read more about this
great new program here.

Success Stories

West High School Harvests for Bean’s Café
We just finished our 4th season. All veggies grow are donated to Bean's Cafe, we are close to 500 lbs for
the 4 years. The International Bachelorette (IB) program gives students a global education and their
studies often look at global issues and how they can affect them locally so our garden motto is "Fighting
World Hunger by Feeding our Neighbors".

Thanks so much, Jenny and West
High IB Students – keep up the great
work!!!

The summer is over. It is now time to reap what you’ve sown! Time to eat
and store all your delicious, fresh, local grown, tasty foods!! I know I have
several great stories coming in about harvests and local grown, but I NEED yours!! Come on – send me a
couple of fotos and a sentence or two – not a dissertation or novel or even novella, but just a couple of
strings of words that make sense and tell us how your harvest is going!!
THIS IS THE LAST MONTH!! What are you doing to support local producers? Take the $5
Challenge and spend $5 every week on Alaska Grown at your local retailers. It’s prime
season for Alaska Grown produce, meat, and flowers so take the challenge and support
our local economy by spending $5 a week on Alaska Grown. Push until the end as winter is
coming!!
It is time to enjoy what you have harvested!! Tell me about your amazing gardens and what is
happening with you!! Send me YOUR success – no matter what size or from where!! Happy local foods
and your farm to school successes!! Let me know if you have some great photos or success at your
schools – I’ll post everything I get!!! It isn’t bragging if it is true!!

Be well,
Jodie

